Peter Dennis Haikalis PhD

July 23, 1934 - March 20, 2017
Asleep in the Loving Care of The Lord!
Peter Dennis Haikalis, PhD, long time resident of
Berkeley and of Walnut Creek California, died on March
20, 2017 at the age of 82. Born in Decatur, Illinois, July
23, 1934 the son of Dennis and Jennie Geanetos Haikalis.
Beloved husband for nearly 50 years of Susan Williams
Haikalis. Dear father of Joanna (George) Graham of
Berkeley and loving grandfather of Cecilia and William.
Also survived by brothers George and Chris, and brother
and sister-in-law Richard and Mary Ellen Williams, nephews, grandnephews, grandnieces and a host of friends.
Dr. Haikalis, (BA, Washington University, St. Louis;
MLS, UCLA; PhD, University of Pennsylvania), was a retired professor, librarian, and university administrator
(University of California, Riverside, Princeton University
and San Francisco State University); Fulbright Scholar,
founding member and first President of the Berkeley
Public Education Foundation; past president of the
Hellenic American Professional Society and recipient of
its Axion Award; past president of the Cathedral of the
Ascension in Oakland; long time member of the Board
of Trustees of Anatolia College in Thessaloniki, Greece
where he was instrumental in designing the new campus library; and member of the Board of Trustees of
the Patriarch Athenagoras Orthodox Institute (GTU) in
Berkeley, Haikalis also served as national president of
The Orthodox Christian Laity – an organization dedicated
to spiritual renewal, transparency and accountability in
church governance and the unity of all Orthodox jurisdictions in America. He authored several books and articles
and was the recipient of numerous honors and awards.
For many years Dr. Haikalis also served as President of
the Modern Greek Studies Foundation. During his tenure
as president, he and his wife Susan organized a number
of fund raising events for the benefit of the Center for
Modern Greek Studies at San Francisco State University
including a series of gourmet dinners featuring regional
foods of Greece; art shows featuring the works of local
Greek American artists and the 3 Muses concerts. He
was also instrumental in establishing the Bay Area Greek
American Archives and Oral History project at the Center.
In his capacity as a faculty member at SFSU, Dr. Haikalis
worked closely with the university administration to ensure the success of the Center’s academic programs and
activities.
Peter’s commitments were to his family, his church, academic endeavors and to public service. He had a great
exuberance for life and was a world traveler, a bon vivant, gourmet cook and raconteur. He also loved music
and sang in Greek Orthodox Church Choirs for more than
60 years.
Trisagion service to be held at 6:00 p.m. on Sunday,
March 26, 2017 at the Greek Orthodox Cathedral of the
Ascension, 4700 Lincoln Avenue, Oakland. Funeral services at 10:30 am on Monday, March 27, 2017 at the
Ascension Cathedral followed by a Makaria luncheon
and Celebration of his life at the Cathedral. Interment
at Oakmont Cemetery in Lafayette. In lieu of flowers
memorials may be made to the Orthodox Christian Laity,
P.O. Box 6954, West Palm Beach, FL 22405-6954 or to
the Ascension Cathedral Building Fund, 4700 Lincoln Ave,
Oakland, CA 94602. Funeral arrangements by Harry W.
Greer, Funeral Director (FDR-745).

