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Living as an Orthodox Christian in Cleveland is so rewarding, because 
here, more than probably any other city in America,  you live and pray 
in a pan-Orthodox church environment, with other Orthodox 
jurisdictions.  First, the Orthodox community is large with twenty-seven 
parishes across the city.  Of course, the collaboration begins with the 
Brotherhood of Priests who work together to enhance and oversee the 
Orthodox programs and experience.  The Sunday of Orthodoxy annual 
program and the pan-Orthodox Choir Concert each December are two 
examples of how the Cleveland clergy work together.  And now they 
have recently assumed the responsibility of the college OCF program 
to work even more closely with our college youth and keep them 
aware of their Orthodox faith.  The members of the Eastern Orthodox 
Ladies' Guild, 56 years old and still going strong, never fail to amaze at 
their accomplishments and their support for Orthodox programs 
within the City.  One Orthodox lady had an idea for supporting pregnant 
women who are considering abortion, and the program has grown 
into Zoe For Life, a program now known nationally.  And while IOCC 
did not originate here, it has been avidly supported with fund-raisers 
and two Presidents from Cleveland.  Finally, our best known charity in 
Cleveland which all the Orthodox churches and individuals support 
�nancially, and with clothing donations, and serving meals there, is the 
FOCUS St. Herman's House of Hospitality  for homeless men.  We are 
proud of its success.

All the above is made possible because of the pan-Orthodox 
environment in Cleveland.  We all feel love and appreciation for each 
other’s Orthodoxy, and thus we work together for the Church.

   Sincerely,

   Andy Kartalis, Chairperson

FROM THE CHAIRPERSON

Andy and Katherine Kartalis 



September 12, 2018
Mr. George D. Karcazes, President
Orthodox Christian Laity
PO Box 6954
West Palm Beach, FL 33405-6954

Dear Mr. Karcazes,

I recently received the Fall 2018 issue of your periodical which I enjoyed very 
much. As I read the letter signed by you and Mr. George Matsoukas, the 
Executive Director, my mind went back many years in reading how our Church 
was established in the United States of America. Truly, it is an amazing history.
The introduction of the laity into the administration of our parishes in our 
nation was introduced and established by Ecumenical Patriarch Athenagoras 
who earlier was the Archbishop of our Archdiocese from 1931 to 1948. The 
family or community spirit which he had established, was sustained by 
Archbishop lakovos, of blessed memory, who was our archbishop from 1959 
to 1996, when he retired from his holy ministry. Having served as the 
Chancellor at the Archdiocese from 1986 to 1992, I can assert to the fact that 
the Archdiocese was administered more as family rather than an impersonal 
corporation, as has appeared in recent years.
The problem with our Greek Orthodox Church today is that many cradle 
Orthodox have not experienced the Church as family as I did in my younger 
years. Fortunately, many of our converts to the Church who have recognized 
our Church as the uninterrupted continuity of the Church, which our Lord and 
God Jesus Christ established through His voluntary cruci�xion, His burial, and 
His glorious resurrection, have a wealth of knowledge and sincere faith which 
they share with others. To them, the Church is seen more as a family rather 
than as an institution.
In stressing the fact that the Church is the spiritual family under God, this 
reality is in harmony with the fact that God is Agape (love). And wherever love 
exists, there is no need to stress constant rules and regulations, which were 
used during the time wherein the Old Testament was the guide to the 
teachings imparted by God for His people. With our Lord Jesus Christ coming 
into the world, we see that His sole purpose, aside from destroying the reality 
of death upon humanity, was to correct His distorted icons, His people, and 
make them ready for His coming Kingdom.
I stress these realities in order to suggest that certain words and expressions 
in the description of the Orthodox Christian Laity in your page, 1989 ORIGINAL 
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS, can take away from the minds of some readers the 
fact that the only authority �gure of our faith is our Lord and God Jesus Christ. 
This is why I would consider it more acceptable for those

               cont. 

FROM GREEK ORTHODOX
METROPOLIS OF DENVER



who read the description of the Orthodox Christian Laity, that today the 
words like independent, authority, and power, are not necessary. It is true that 
when your Christian fellowship began in the 1980's in Chicago, which I 
applauded as the then Chancellor of the Chicago Diocese, such words had to 
be used. I say these things for only one reason, and that is because I encoun-
ter some people even today who unfortunately have negative thoughts 
about the Orthodox Christian Laity, which they had from thirty years ago. I ask 
you for only one thing regarding your vital fellowship, and that is that it is not 
time yet to suggest any kind of administrational unity among the family of 
canonical Orthodox Christian jurisdictions in our county. As a member of the 
Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops in the United States, I can accurately 
say that there are several Orthodox hierarchs in the Assembly who feel that 
they are primarily responsible to their hierarchical leaders in Europe where 
they served before coming to this country. As a present member of your 
Advisory Board, I feel that I should share these thoughts with you.
May our Lord continue to bless you and your Fellowship, which is a vital and 
timely organization, as the Holy Spirit inspires and leads us to that holy 
occasion when all of our canonical jurisdictions will be living the oneness of 
our Lord's holy Church, which He established for our salvation.
   
    With Love in Christ,

    +Metropolitan Isaiah of Denver

LETTER CONT.



FROM THE PRESIDENT
Friends,

The past two years have been productive ones for OCL. Last year, we 
marked our 30th Anniversary with a Conference in Chicago at the Holy 
Resurrection Serbian Cathedral of Chicago and a Hierarchical Liturgy 
the following day at the historic 1903 Louis Sullivan-designed Holy 
Trinity Cathedral of the Orthodox Church in America. This year, we 
mark our 31st year with a Conference in Cleveland,” the most 
Pan-Orthodox” city in America, witnessing “how good it is” for us to 
live our Faith together.

Our website continues to be the go-to resource for all Orthodox 
Christians interested in following the news and challenges facing our 
faith, not only in the US, but across the Orthodox World.   Our mission 
and goals remain unchanged: (1) Transparency and Accountability in 
Church Governance; (2) The uni�cation of the multiple, overlapping 
Orthodox “jurisdictions” in the US into a single, canonical “local”, 
self-governing Church; and (3) Restoration of a meaningful role for the 
laity in the governance of the Church.  

OCL remains the only independent lay ministry working to educate 
the faithful and advocating for those goals.  Since its inception in 1987, 
OCL has advanced its educational and advocacy ministry by: publishing 
books, occasional papers, sponsoring Open Forums and conferences 
throughout the United States; supporting the Assembly of Bishops in 
the US, as well as the e�orts of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in convening 
the Holy and Great Council in Crete in 2016.

As I complete my term as President of OCL, I look forward to the future 
with con�dence in the experienced leadership team of OCL. I encourage 
those who share the Mission and Goals of OCL to join our ministry and 
advance the vision of a united Orthodox Church in the US, a Church 
that is welcoming, open, transparent, accountable and growing in 
outreach not only to those who are seeking the “One, Holy, Catholic 
and Apostolic Church”, but those who have left or withdrawn to the 
margins of the faith of “their fathers and mothers”. The need for an 
informed and energized laity has never been greater.
   
  In Christ,

 
  

  George D. Karcazes

 

OCL
31st

ANNIVERSARY



31ST ANNUAL PROGRAM

PAN-ORTHODOXY
A FORUM SPONSORED BY THE ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN LAITY

NOTE: ALL SPEAKERS EXCEPT FOR FATHER HATFIELD WILL BE LIMITED TO 10 MINUTES.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2018
ST. MARY ROMANIAN ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

CLEVELAND, THE PAN-ORTHODOX CITY

Archpriest Chad Hat�eld is the President of St. Vladimir's Seminary. 
Father Chad came to SVOTS from St. Herman Seminary in Alaska, where 
he was serving as the Dean. He also serves as a member of the 
Metropolitan Council of the Orthodox Church in America (OCA). His 
experience in various pastoral, teaching and administrative roles, spread 
over some 30 years of ordained ministry, is now blended into his ministry 
at SVOTS.  Fr Hat�eld was ordained to the priesthood by His Grace Bishop 
Basil of Wichita. His teaching interests are Missiology and Pastoral 
Theology.  His D.Min., was earned at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 
and his D.D., Nashotah House.  

VERY REV. DR. CHAD HATFIELD
PRESIDENT OF THE SEMINARY, 
RECTOR OF THE CHAPEL 

   9:00am  -  9:30AM Continental Breakfast
   9:30am Welcome & opening remarks: 
  George Karcazes, President of OCL
   9:35am Invocation: His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel
   9:40am History or Pan-Orthodoxy in Cleveland:
  Father Remus Grama
   9:50am IOCC - Its Cleveland roots: Bert Moyar, Past President
IO:OOam Zoe For Life - Unity in Action: Paula Kappos, Founder
10:10am Cleveland Brotherhood of Priests: 
  Father Alessandro Margheritino, President
10:20am Eastern Orthodox Women's Guild: Karen Felon, President
10:30am 15 minute break 
10:45am OCF - College Youth Program: Maribeth Lekas, Advisor
10.55am St. Herman's House of Hospitality: 
  Paul Finley, FOCUS Local Director
11:05am "Pan-Orthodoxy - Truth or Fiction":
  Very Rev. Chad Hat�eld, President 
  St. Vladimir's Orthodox Seminary
11:45am Questions & Answers 
11:55am Closing remarks: George Karcazes
12:00pm Prayer: His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel
12:05pm Lunch 
   I:OOpm Forum concludes 



  

 
 

OCL’S ANGELS PREFACE

Dear Faithful Partners,

We cannot count the number of blessings Orthodox Christian Laity 
has experienced these 31 years. 
Increasingly, faithful Orthodox Christians of all jurisdictions are 
aware of our movement.  OCL is reaching further into the Orthodox 
Christian Community.  We are an independent, educational and 
advocacy lay movement, with Hierarchs and Clergy among our 
Advisory Board.  For more than thirty years, OCL has been a catalyst 
for transparency, accountably, unity and maintaining the voice of 
the laity in the administrative a�airs of Church governance.  More 
and more faithful people reach out to reason together with us on 
these matters.  
Our ministry demonstrates that money alone does not de�ne 
“Leadership.”  OCL’s supporters witness leadership by their 
commitment, thoughtfulness, willingness to speak the truth in love, 
and contributing talent and resources to address these issues. 
Supporting our mission all these years has helped more Orthodox 
Christians in America understand that we transcend our jurisdictions 
and are one in Christ.  None of this would be possible without your 
support and partnership. We are thankful to you and your dedication 
to Orthodoxy in the United States. 
  
  You truly are angels. 

   

  George Matsoukas, Executive Director  

Special Thank You to the Pan-Orthodox Cleveland Committee, who helped make 
this program possible.  OCL is especially grateful to Katherine Kartalis for her

dedication to the details involved in making this meeting successful.



SPONSOR
Steven J. Demetriou • Novelty, OH
George & Roula Karcazes • Wilmette, IL
Andrew & Kathryn Kartalis • Pepper Pike, OH  
Alice Kopan, in Memory of Dr. Andrew Kopan, Founding Member • River Forest, IL
John Kulis, Kulis Charitable Foundation • Chicago, IL 
Frances Pappas • Wilmette, IL
Nicholas & Dorothy Pappas • Wilmington, DE  
Peter Petkas & Belle Scha�er • Houston, TX
Robert G. Pond • Houston, TX
George & Harriet Pontikes • Northbrook, IL
William & Kim Souvall  • Salt Lake City, UT
Constance Sumas • Caldwell, NJ

SERAPHIM
Peter & Irene Marudas • Baltimore, MD
William Maniatis • Englewood, CO  
Col. Robert S. & Anastasia Poydashe� • Columbus, GA
Alexander Shashko • Dearborn, MI
Roy L and Judith Snyder • Lake St. Louis, MO
Ronald Steele • Salt Lake City, UT
Gregory T. Swensen • North Oaks, MN
Phillip J. Walker • Charlotte, NC
Nicholas J. Yiannias  • Dubuque, IA

CHERUBIM
Demetra Galazoudis • Singer Island, FL
Collie Constantatos Michaels • Houston, TX 
Mary Ann Langas • Glenview, IL
George Matsoukas • West Palm Beach, FL
Nick Palmer, Nick Palmer Trust • Palm Beach, FL
Fr. Daniel & Kaliope Rohan • Campbell, OH
Michael Pacurar • Fairlawn, OH

ARCHANGEL  
Anna M. Counelis • Orinda, CA
John G. & Katherine Demakis • Vienna, VA
Juliane Berbas Ginakakis • Libertyville, IL
Mae Panoplos • Chicago, IL
Anthony C. & Anne J. Pappadakis • Atlanta, GA
Emanuel and Marilyn Rouvelas • Arlington, VA
Arthur & Beverly Mabbett •  Medford, MA
Donna Ryan • Jupiter, FL

OCL’S ANGELS



ANGEL  
Patricia Aleck • San Francisco, CA
Basil Anton • Edgewood, WA
James G. Banakis • Downers Grove, IL
Dorothea A. Bilder • Dekalb, IL
Ceres Chriss • Baltimore, MD
Al  P. Coulolias • Oak Brook, IL
Ron Dudum • San Francisco, CA
Dimitra Efstathiou • Foster City, CA
Fotis Ganias • Worcester, MA
Thomas & Ellen Hontzas • Jackson, MS
Jerry & Marinna Kolaitis • Summit, NJ
Peter G. & Kay Koronis • Clayton, MO
John A. Koumoulides • Muncie, IN
George J. Lamprinakos • Asheville, NC
Mary Livadas • Jupiter, FL
Patricia Lykos • Houston, TX
Fr. Michael & Virginia Massouh • Seminole, FL
Dennis J. Matson • Fort Lauderdale, FL
Peter & Mary Milliones • Charlotte, NC
Nick & Bette Neckopulos • Rio Verde, AZ
John G & Mary P. Nikitas • Lake Forest, IL
Susan Luree North (Zaris) • Park Ridge, IL
Matthew W. Panagiotu • Worcester, MA
Nick Petkas • Decatur, GA
Peter & Litsa Preovolos • La Mesa, CA
James A Regas • Oakbrook, IL
Erik & Nicole (Anton) Rolfness • Tacoma, WA
Peter N & Georgia F. Souris • Gilbert, AZ
Andrew & Dunyia Stefanick • China Grove, NC
Bill G. & Anna Stotis • Glencoe, IL
Fr. Theodore Stylianopoulos • Jamaica Plain, MA
Philip Tamoush • Torrance, CA
Constantinos & Virginia Theokas • Monroe Township, NJ
Evangeline Zarras • Sherman, CT
Peter Zarras • Morris Plains, NJ

OCL’S ANGELS



OCL’S ANGELS
ANGEL HELPER  
   Chris & Phyliss Afendoulis • Grand Rapids, MI
Stephen Callos • Eastlake, OH
George A. & Mary Dedes • Toledo, OH
James Dimo� • Rowlett, TX
George Galanes •  Cincinnati, OH
Peter D. & Olga P. Gevas • Jupiter, FL
Alex  H. Grayes • Northbrook, IL
Mike & Akrivi Haralamos • West Chester, OH
Susan Parker Hotchkiss • Tucson, AZ
Dino E. & Georgia Houpis • Morton Grove, IL
Alex & Margaret Jelson • Houston, TX
Nicholas T. Kakos •  Minneapolis, MN
Rev. Fr. Nicholas Kossis • Bethlehem, PA
George & Jasmine Lampadarios • Glen Arm, MD 
Bette D Maniatis • Phoenix, AZ
Zinas & Maria Mavodones • Poughkeepsie, NY
George & Elizabeth Michael • Dallas, TX
Annette Mitchell • West Palm Beach, FL
The Charles Notis Trust • Johnston, IA
Norman & Helen Owens • West Palm Beach, FL
Peter & Dimitra Paras • Derwood, MD
James Rouman • Durham, NH
Tom Soupos • Cypress, CA
St. Luke Serbian Orthodox Church • McLean, VA 
Sophie Rose Stenis • Houston, TX
Harriette Ternipsede • Chicago, IL
Fr. Steven and Presbytera Vlahos • Cherry Hill, NJ
Dr. Gayle E. Woloschak • Chicago, IL
Gary Yancy • Orinda, CA
Je�rey & Bonita Zdrale • Neenah, WI

OCL IS GRATEFUL TO THE  ESTATE OF JEFFRY A. SEMON
OF BRIDGEPORT, CT, MAY HIS MEMORY BE ETERNAL.



YOUR DONATIONS AT WORK

1.   Establishment & support of OCL.org & OrthodoxNews.com

2.   Organization & Presentation of 31st Annual Programs & Lectures 
      on Unity, Transparency, Accountability and Lay Advocacy

3.   Publication of 5 books including de�nitive “Project for 
      Orthodox Renewal”

4.   Publication of  9 “Occasional Papers”

5.   65 “Open Forums” in various cities  

6.   Video and DVDs: 
      “Great Events of American Orthodoxy: A New Era Begins” 
      and “Welcome Home: Evangelicals Come to Orthodoxy”

7.   Development & Maintenance of OCL Archives at DePaul 
      University including “History of Council of Eastern 
      Orthodox Youth Leaders in the Americas, CEOYLA”

8.   Arranged & attended meetings with Hierarchs of various 
      Jurisdictions 

9.   Maintenance of administrative o�ces of OCL

10. In addition, OCL Board & Advisors contributed and
      donated $100,000 to various non-pro�t Orthodox ministries

SPONSOR
Steven J. Demetriou • Novelty, OH
George & Roula Karcazes • Wilmette, IL
Andrew & Kathryn Kartalis • Pepper Pike, OH  
Alice Kopan, in Memory of Dr. Andrew Kopan, Founding Member • River Forest, IL
John Kulis, Kulis Charitable Foundation • Chicago, IL 
Frances Pappas • Wilmette, IL
Nicholas & Dorothy Pappas • Wilmington, DE  
Peter Petkas & Belle Scha�er • Houston, TX
Robert G. Pond • Houston, TX
George & Harriet Pontikes • Northbrook, IL
William & Kim Souvall  • Salt Lake City, UT
Constance Sumas • Caldwell, NJ

SERAPHIM
Peter & Irene Marudas • Baltimore, MD
William Maniatis • Englewood, CO  
Col. Robert S. & Anastasia Poydashe� • Columbus, GA
Alexander Shashko • Dearborn, MI
Roy L and Judith Snyder • Lake St. Louis, MO
Ronald Steele • Salt Lake City, UT
Gregory T. Swensen • North Oaks, MN
Phillip J. Walker • Charlotte, NC
Nicholas J. Yiannias  • Dubuque, IA

CHERUBIM
Demetra Galazoudis • Singer Island, FL
Collie Constantatos Michaels • Houston, TX 
Mary Ann Langas • Glenview, IL
George Matsoukas • West Palm Beach, FL
Nick Palmer, Nick Palmer Trust • Palm Beach, FL
Fr. Daniel & Kaliope Rohan • Campbell, OH
Michael Pacurar • Fairlawn, OH

ARCHANGEL  
Anna M. Counelis • Orinda, CA
John G. & Katherine Demakis • Vienna, VA
Juliane Berbas Ginakakis • Libertyville, IL
Mae Panoplos • Chicago, IL
Anthony C. & Anne J. Pappadakis • Atlanta, GA
Emanuel and Marilyn Rouvelas • Arlington, VA
Arthur & Beverly Mabbett •  Medford, MA
Donna Ryan • Jupiter, FL



MAKE YOUR DONATION TODAY!

www.OCL.org

PLEASE
DONATE

JOIN YOUR FRIENDS & NEIGHBORS, BROTHERS & SISTERS 
IN CHRIST, WORKING FOR 31 YEARS,

TIRELESSLY AND WITH SINCERE HUMILITY, TO FOSTER 
UNITY, TRANSPARENCY, & ACCOUNTABILITY AMONG 

ALL ORTHODOX CHRISTIANS IN AMERICA. 

CHECK & CREDIT CARD DONATIONS WELCOMED


