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“This huge glistening stadium is likened unto a
manger in which has been born a new horizon
for militant Orthodoxy in America.”
“Beloved Bishops, Reverend Priests, Orthodox Faithful, and guests at
the Civic Auditorium here in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. On this day,

this huge glistening stadium is likened unto a manger in which has
been born a new horizon for militant Orthodoxy in America. Jesus

Christ and Orthodoxy have today been glorified. This great
testimony of Orthodox unity in faith and spirit was initiated over five
years ago by the laymen of the Orthodox Church in America through
the Council of Eastern Orthodox Youth Leaders of the Americas . . .
--Address by CEOYLA Chairman Richard Joseph,
at the conclusion of Great Vespers of the first national Orthodox
Religious-Cultural Festival Saturday, Aug. 31, 1963.
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“Today, for the first time, we worship as Americans of different ethnic
backgrounds who are members of the oldest Church in Christendom. This

congregation of Orthodox Faithful has manifested an act of tremendous
significance, and of such religious splendor that it will leave an indelible
mark on the pages of Orthodox history.”

***
“You will, for the rest of your life, be able to say, ‘I was there – a participant in

the first national gathering of the Orthodox Church in the New World.”

***
“ . . . Seeking to glorify our God through our common Faith, and joining hands
across the cultural boundaries that have sometimes divided us, we, as young
men and women of the Orthodox Church in this hemisphere, have dedicated
ourselves to seeking an expression of our religious and cultural heritage.

May this gathering be the first step in molding this dedication into one
cohesive, dynamic, and articulate force in service to Christ through
Orthodoxy.”
-- Richard G. Joseph, address
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“We, the Orthodox youth of the Americas, are engaged in an unceasing
struggle to make His message a living part of our everyday lives.”
***
“. . . We will contribute our vitality, our vigor, and our idealism for the
fulfillment of His teachings. C.E.O.Y.L.A. through its 1,000 chapters
and 50,000 membership has its ears and its heart turned upward in
a constant communication with the Almighty to serve as a vessel,
individually and collectively, to transmit the words of everlasting
light.”
-- Richard Joseph Address, Pittsburgh 1963

PUBLIC RELATIONS –
“Ross Chepeleff stated that from
the reports presented on
membership, there were 554
Senior Chapters, an increase of
19 over the November, 1958,
meeting, and that the membership status was very much the
same. Represented on the
C.E.O.Y.L.A. are 835 chapters,
with a membership of 53,225
and an overall increase of 28
chapters and 2,000 members,
since the November, 1958,
meeting.”

“Together

as [C.E.O.Y.L.A.], we stand here with you,
side by side with our spiritual leaders, praying that
the noble purposes toward which we are dedicated
are being somewhat fulfilled. In seeking these lofty
goals, we realize that we are not perfect. We seek
the guidance and counsel of our priests and
Bishops, and of our beloved parents to whom we
owe our entire heritage and the gift of life itself”
--Richard Joseph
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How the latter-day
characterization of
either ’63 or ’77 as
“Ethnic Festivals”
(see my Intro in
your Program Booklet)
arose implicates questions
that are better left
to others.
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7 choirs, each “limited” to 150 voices . . .

Ye younger, submit yourselves
unto the elder says the Lord.
He does not say love or respect
or obey the elder,
but submit yourselves…

Orthodoxy is a newcomer to the United States.
The process of its integration is kept at a slow pace,
so that the danger of losing its identity, may be
averted. Orthodoxy must preserve not only its
doctrines…but also its traditional form of
expression. * * *
… they should all be continued for they constitute
the very substance of Orthodox spirituality. * * *
Our present day concern must be with the Orthodox
Who have disassociated themselves from God and
Orthodoxy, and still with those who demand a
Church reformed, or rather conformed to their own
Liking.

“A few short weeks ago the collective youth
groups of the Orthodox Churches in the
Western Hemisphere, achieved what no other
Orthodox group has been able to do – a successful and massive gathering of Orthodox faithful
in a major American city.
***
“What His Eminence [Iakovos] had in mind [by
admonishing the youth to “submit”] was not
entirely clear. But so often and so emphatic did
he repeat this phrase in his address that he gave
the impression that the young people who were
responsible for making the Festival a reality,
were guilty of disobedience.”
-- Andrew T. Kopan

Indeed, if the admonition of His Eminence had been
taken literally during the last five years, there would have
not have been this event. For it was the hierarchy itself
which placed the greatest obstacles in the path of the
Festival. Especially the canonical issue which almost
broke up the long-planned event which was saved by a
compromise in the eleventh hour. As one prelate said, “It
is the youth who push us,” and at least he was candid
about it.
-- Andrew T. Kopan, The Hellenic Chronicle, Sept. 19, 1963

Walk in faith and by [Orthodoxy’s] power
remove the mountains that may block your
way. Reach for one another over all walls of
separation. Tear down the barriers of the old.
Become the pioneers of a united, spirited,
blessed and forceful Orthodoxy. Be brave
enough to fight for it at times in its defense, at
times for its expansion, and always with the
Name of the Lord upon your lips and deep in
your hearts. And we: your servants, your
priests, and your hierarchs, will never cease
praying for you.

Become the
pioneers of a
united, spirited,
blessed and
forceful
Orthodoxy.
***
And we: your
servants, your
priests, and
your hierarchs,
will never cease
praying for you.

“… I am most pleased with
what you have done thus far.
But I consider of importance
to stress the ultimate goal of
your organization. If I give a
correct interpretation I would
say that for me your main
purpose is to bring together
all the Orthodox people of
America.”

--Address to post-1963
Festival CEOYLA meeting, by Bishop Valerian
Trifa, of the Romanian Episcopate, spiritual leader
of A.R.O.Y.
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“You took the initiative to organize Orthodox
Fellowships at Universities. * * * You
worked for years to compile an Orthodox
Church directory. You devoted uncounted
days of work to study the problems of child
adoption and child welfare.
“ * * * That you will have more success and rewards

working in that direction [creating an atmosphere of
inter-Orthodox cooperation] was proven at the

Pittsburgh Festival which no doubt marks
the first major step toward Orthodox unity
on this Continent.”
--Bishop +Valerian, page 2
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“Here in America, each one of us
Represents his own Church and
his own Diocese.
***
“We have overlapping jurisdictions.
We are duplicating our efforts.
Often we are fighting each other.”

“* * * I think that everyone enjoyed the moment,
But not one word was spoken at that time
about the cooperation of the Orthodox Churches
or about the work to be done in the future.
“That is why I feel your work is not finished.
This is why I insist that you concentrate on
bringing the Orthodox people together.
***
“What humanly cannot be done could be helped
by our common prayers.
“May God bless you.”

Report 10/27/1963:
“The Directory now
includes all known
Eastern Orthodox
Churches in the United
States, Canada and
Mexico and the
following code is
being used: …”

CEOYLA, largely
through its constituent
groups, saw Orthodoxy
as a child’s birthright,
even of the orphan &
the foundling:
--From 1959 CEOYLA
Minutes, GOYA + FROC
Reports:

“Parish youth
organizations should
contact their parish priest
and volunteer their services
to assist in local parish
welfare problems. *** most

communicants are unaware
of the work being done by our
many conscientious clergy all
across the country.”

“Knowing that your thoughts are
in the direction for a united
Orthodoxy in America, I must
point out to you that * * * your
views and thoughts for a future
manifestation of such a united
Orthodoxy in this country must
be submitted and discussed at a
special meeting of the Standing
Conference, in all its aspects, at
least a year before the event,
since there are so many
problems that must be gone into
thoroughly.”

“The attendance, estimated
by Arena management
personnel, was between
11,000 and 13,000.
Over 175 Eastern
Orthodox Priests were
present.”

“Public Relations:
Pre-Festival and Festival coverage was
exceptional. … KDKA-TV had a halfhour show on the Festival on Sunday,
September 1st; the CBS-TV “Lamp
Unto My Feet” show carried the
Festival nationally on Sunday,
September 8th. Arrangements were
made by this reporter to carry the CBS
show in Detroit on Sunday, September
29th, since Detroit normally does not
carry this program. …”

“Let it be said here and now that
the Festival was a success
not because of the undue
efforts expended by a few
persons, but rather because
of the Holy Spirit which
resolved exceedingly
difficult situations, even at
the “11th hour”, that otherwise
might well have dissolved all
plans for the Festival.”

“[From August to Sept. 10
the clipping service
counted] 193 clippings
related to the Festival
available for your perusal
during this meeting. An
additional 263 clippings
on Orthodox items not
associated with the
Festival… These do not
include clippings from
Orthodox publications.”

Ernie Villas’ words proved prophetic:
Living within its scope of activity,
Festivals proved unattainable in
New York ’64 & Chicago ’65, while
Buffalo ’72 was limited in conception
& scope.
The return to Pittsburgh in 1977
bore the reflected splendor of ’63.
Reaching but exceeding its grasp,
CEOYLA’s planning for a Divine
Liturgy in its Cleveland
“Journey to Pentecost” foundered,
postponed first from 1980 to 1982, then
to 1983, then to oblivion . . .

Please: these
pioneering events
cannot be allowed
to be lost; original
sources materials
need to be located
& preserved.

“But in the deepest sense the Orthodox Church itself – sprung
from the mystery of the Incarnation and preserving that
mystery in itself, sprouting in the wilderness as the Church of
ascetics, ravaged by the sandstorms of persecution, harassed
by enemies of the faith and hostile fellows of the same faith,
parched by immeasurable suffering and by inner and outer
temptations, but yet unconsumed; burning with the fire of the
Holy Spirit, aglow with the love of God, irradiated by the
nuptial joy of the heavenly feast, illumined by the alltransfiguring power of the resurrected Lord – the Orthodox
Church is - - - the Burning Bush.”
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The 1977-vintage U-Matic video
by KDKA-TV couldn’t be
digitized until Detroit’s
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Productions was located. Thanks
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The brittle 1963-era reel-to-reel
audio tape was ripped to digital in
real time by Efstratios “Strat”
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GOA Metropolis of Detroit.
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