March 8, 2021
Ven. Hierarch Theophylactus the Confessor, bishop of Nicomedia
His Eminence, Archbishop ELPIDOPHOROS
The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
10 East 79th Street
New York, NY 10021
Your Eminence:
Thank you for your letter of February 4, 2021, to which we responded on February 16, 2021. In the
meantime, our Board has continued to discuss how Orthodox Christian Laity (OCL) can be most helpful in
the drafting of the new Charter. As you may already know, OCL has supporters and board members from
parishes in the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese as well as from parishes of every other Orthodox jurisdiction
across North America. This combined knowledge and experience is at your disposal.
We are most grateful, and specifically thank you for forwarding our thoughts and ideas concerning the
proposed new Charter to the Administration Committee of the Archdiocesan Council. We note from the
current Yearbook of the Archdiocese that although the chairman of the committee is identified, the other
members of the committee are not. In the interests of continuing our dialogue relating to the subject of
the Charter, we respectfully make the following requests:
1. That the following three individuals: George Matsoukas, George Pontikes and George D. Karcazes be
added to the Administration Committee as “Ex Officio” members (i.e., with a voice, but not a vote). All
three are active members of their local Greek Orthodox Archdiocese Parishes; all have served for many
years on the Parish Councils of their respective parishes; and all three have served as delegates to
numerous Clergy-Laity Congresses as delegates of their Parishes.
2. That the names of the current members of the Administration Committee, the procedure and timeline
that has been established for the development of the Charter to replace the “suspended” Charter of
the Archdiocese be provided, including any preliminary draft.
Thank you for your prayers and for your consideration of these requests made in furtherance of our
mutual love for our Church and for transparency and accountability in all matters relating to its
administration.
Yours in Christ,

Argo Georgandis Pyle, President

George D. Karcazes, Secretary

